to   make   a   landing  somewhere   in   Sehlcswi^-Mol Denmark had been abandoned.
We each hud a preliminary beer in the officers' nu considering tlie eiretimstanees and the pent-up exe J was surprised at the general abstemiousness. Th< a lunch of fat pork, we went with Oliver to a j^roup to draw various items of equipment from the master. These* comprised a heavy dome-shape helmet, a loose camouflage jacket that clipped betv le^.s and had a xip fastener in front, a strange-look! like a piece of fishing net, a precious red beret, and a of triangular yellow silk.
Oliver explained that the object of the cord vest looked rather like chain mail, was to keep the wean by friction. It was lij/ht, and kept clean longer fhn vests. The yellow triangle was to be stuffed ins battle-dress blouse to be whipped out and held to for purposes of identification. I could scr that on< have to act pretty swiftly with the silk, and, myself doubted its practicability. However, as our <jjc brown camouflage jacket WHS said to resemble the < parachutist's smock I could see the point.
We were also <[i\ en u piece of camouflage net tin/ over the steel helmet, and the fiddlui" job of put tit occupied our nervous tinkers for some time, \Vi waited for the next move in this j"loi*my I'nme, we wi restlessly about the* grounds uf the clubhouse build; put on my reel beret with self eunseiotis pride and it diately b"came my most pri/.r-d possession. Then if oft, and placed it on a table while J went to wt hands. On returning in three minutes J found thai body liud taken if and replaced it with one two \i sinull. So, mortified, I trudged back to the quarter] who, after much trouble, found another one of u <>f 71.
Oliver now be^an to inarsitu! bis forces info (lire which were to take us f«i our femjK»rary " intern camp. We had been joinetl by several photo^rapljei were to accompany the expedition, and we beym seemed like a needlessly prolonged circular tourd of Major-General Eric Bols, who would himself ive us a detailed briefing. In the meantime he could reveal le main secret, namely, that they were to establish a Rhine rossing. A former plan to use the Sixth Airborne Division prepared to answer, and took us round to the back entrance of the Ministry to cram into two jeeps. We then began to speed through London's traffic, heading past Marble Arch and through Bayswater, keeping up a\ ,                          The delay might run to hours.   On the other hand
